
OCEAN COUNTY SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING 

714 LACEY ROAD, FORKED RIVER, NJ 08731 
November 19, 2015 – FY 16 

MINUTES 
 

I.   CALL TO ORDER – The meeting was called to order by Tony DiLodovico at 8:00am. Tony DiLodovico confirmed that 
announcements for the meeting were made pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act and forwarded to the Asbury Park Press, 
The Press of Atlantic City, and the Ocean County Clerk.  Present were: 
Supervisors:  Tony DiLodovico, Martha Maxwell-Doyle, & Charlene Costaris; Dr. Michael Gross (via phone) 
   
Absent: Dr. William Pollock 
     
Others:    Christine Raabe, District Director, and Cynthia Hopkinson, District Clerk from Ocean County Soil Conservation 

District (OCSCD).  
            
II.   FLAG SALUTE – Tony DiLodovico led the salute to the flag of the United States of America.  
 
III. AGENDA –  Motion to approve the Agenda for today’s meeting. Motion made by Charlene Costaris and seconded by 

Tony DiLodovico. Roll call vote: unanimous. 
  
 
IV. MINUTES –  The October 6, 2015 Minutes were approved on a motion by Charlene Costaris and seconded by Martha 

Maxwell- Doyle. Roll call vote: unanimous  
  

The July 16, 2015 Minutes were approved at 8:41 am with the correction of the terminology regarding 
leasing equipment made by Charlene Costaris. Motion to approve minutes with the changes made by 
Charlene Costaris and seconded by Martha Maxwell-Doyle. Roll call vote: unanimous. 

 
V. REPORTS TO BOARD –    

A.   None 
 
VI. CORRESPONDENCE –  

A. Starting in September 2015, OCSCD has been receiving OPRA requests from a company in Florida, Smart Procure 
who is requesting all our financial records. This request was sent to all NJ soil districts. They are requesting all our 
vendor information and numbers, which, in some cases, is the vendors’ social security number. Frank Minch 
formulated a letter in response stating the fee to compute this information will be one thousand five hundred dollars 
($1500.00) per district. OCSCD is still waiting for a response from Smart Procure. The company’s website is set up 
to look like a government agency’s website; www.smartprocure.us . The cost per year for consumer access to the 
documentation is five thousand dollars ($5000.00). There have been a higher than usual number of OPRA requests, 
for the NJ Natural Gas Southern Reliability Pipeline, Great Adventure and Route 35 improvements. 

B. OCSCD received a thank you from SJRC&D for our support and generous contribution for the 9th Annual South 
Jersey Tour d’ Farms. This year they had two hundred and fifty (250) riders participating. 

C.  An email was received 11/18/15 thanking the district for the “wonderful experience in dealing with your office” 
and in particular, thanking Cynthia Hopkinson. Tony DiLodovico then stated that he frequently receives 
compliments about our office. 

 
VII. TREASURY REPORT- The monthly report for September 2015 showed total holdings of $3,382,793.57 and October 2015 
showed total holdings of $3,407,572.55.  A motion to accept the report was made by Martha Maxwell-Doyle and seconded by Dr. 
Michael Gross.  Roll call vote: unanimous. 
 
VIII. BILLS AND CLAIMS –September 2015 Chapter 251 disbursements were $105,757.78, General account disbursements 
were $859.79. Chapter 251 October 2015 disbursements were $96,656.37. General account disbursements were $4,147.37.  
A motion to accept the report was made by Dr. Michael Gross and seconded by Martha Maxwell-Doyle.  Roll call vote: 
unanimous. 
 
IX.     STANDING COMMITTEES –   

A. OCSCD Education Quarterly Report-prepared by Becky Laboy, Education Outreach Specialist, Christine Raabe 
distributed the report. Becky has completed 4 outreach programs since the last meeting and has one scheduled for 
December 12, 2015. “Healthy Soil – the Foundation for Native Plant Gardening” presented in collaboration with Karen 
Walzer, BBP, to Whiting Garden Club on November 4, 2015. 75 people attended. Becky worked with Rob Tunstead, 
NRCS with Soil on the Web program at Ocean County Library 11/12/15 and she will be working with Fred Schoenagel 
NRCS. presenting on December 12, 2015 “Celebrating Soil” 
N.J. Yards grant through Barnegat Bay Partnership (BBP), OCSCD is piloting the use of the www.JerseyYards.org with 
six homeowner groups along the Metedeconk River and Metedeconk Yacht Club in their program for healthy yards.  
Review meeting on October 8, 2015 and have planted six demonstration gardens since then. Becky and Christine are 
continuing to monitor and photograph the gardens for progress. Mike Gerrity, Rutgers, Environmental Steward, is  
assisting. Becky is also coordinating the grant from BBP “From Lawn To Garden -Going Green – Saving Green” with 
Ocean First Bank sites. In 6 weeks Becky did 7 programs; reached 171 people, attended 1 event reached approx. 250 
people and 2 large grant projects being implemented; Jersey Friendly Yards and Lawn to Garden, Going Green, Saving 
Green. See attached for the planning ahead 2016 schedule. 

 

http://www.smartprocure.us/
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X.      REPORTS OF SPECIAL (AD HOC) COMMITTEES – None. 
 
XI.    PUBLIC COMMENTS – None 
 
XII. CHAPTER 251 –   

A. The Board moved to approve the Chapter 251 certified plans. Motion to approve made by Martha Maxwell-Doyle, 
and seconded by Tony DiLodovico, Roll call vote: unanimous  

B. Stop Work Order for SCD#17106 Lakewood Chedar School Site-Plans, Lakewood Township. Chuck Collins 
presented existing warehouse in industrial park converting to a school. They submitted an application to expand the 
parking lot and recreational facilities but on the initial review it was noticed the applicant had expanded the 
roadway and service sidewalk as well as the actively expanding the entryway to the school. Chuck issued them a 
Violation Notice and requested them to include revised plans with their application. It took several letters to 
persuade them to comply. The Township of Lakewood had issued a Stop Work Order. Lakewood Township has 
been assisting as much as they can with the various issues that arise in the township.   The Chedar School finally 
submitted an application with plans that included all the site improvements and fees. As per District Policy, all Stop 
Work Orders must be reviewed with the Director or Assistant Director before being issued. 

 
XIII. OLD BUSINESS –   

A. National Association of Conservation District (NACD) Northeast Regional Conference is scheduled for 8/14-
8/17/16, -at Seaview Hotel & Golf Club, Galloway Township. A planning meeting was held at the Eco-Complex 
11/11/15. Christine attended the meeting and OCSCD is co-hosting the conference with Burlington and Cape 
Atlantic SCDs. There are 12 states represented in the North East. The Seaview Hotel and Conference Center is 
providing an affordable rate for rooms. Anticipating people will tack on days before and /or after the event as well. 
The theme of the conference will be “Recipes for Success – Adapting to the Changing Environment”. The 
conference will focus on Jersey Fresh/Garden State/Seasonal Produce – promoting 3 days and to keep everyone 
together – no breakout sessions are being planned – attending previous conventions around 250 participants (West 
Virginia). Other people will be invited to attend outside the conservation district (Builders, Engineers) – people 
might be interested if seminars issued education credits. Showcase all efforts in New Jersey from urban to 
suburban: one trip could be to Jakes Branch and the other day could focus more on the agricultural aspects of the 
state with a wrap up evening that showcases Jersey Fresh. Tony and Christine are both on the planning committee 
and are in charge of sponsorships.  Possibilities may include a gift auction for scholarships. There is quite a bit of 
work to be accomplished before August. One idea if each state sent a representative product from their region, 
OCSCD can make up baskets for speaker gifts. 

B. National Association of Conservation District (NACD) Conference held in Reno on January 30th –February 3rd. 
Tony DiLodovico will be attending and serving on a panel for soil health initiatives nationwide. 7 people will be 
serving on the panel. 

 
XIV. NEW BUSINESS –  

A. Approval of the OCSCD Board Meeting Schedule for 2016 Motion to approve Charlene Costaris, seconded by 
Martha Maxwell-Doyle. Roll call vote: unanimous. 

B. Approval of the National Association of Conservation Districts (NACD) 2016 membership Dues gold category at 
the cost of $775.00. Motion to approve Tony DiLodovico, seconded Dr. Michael Gross. Roll call vote: unanimous. 

C. FY15 Audit handout for review. Christine acknowledged Jean’s hard work putting all the paperwork together and 
assisting Auditors. Discussion and Board approval of audit tabled for the January 2016 meeting  

D. Employee Evaluations are still in process.  
 
XV. EXECUTIVE SESSION –         Dr. Gross left meeting at 8:48 and did not participate in the Executive Session. 
        Motion to go into Executive Session made by Charlene Costaris and  
        seconded by Martha Maxwell-Doyle. Roll call vote: unanimous. 
 
 
XVII. ANNOUNCEMENT OF NEXT DISTRICT MEETING – 1/21/16  
 
XVIII. ADJOURNMENT -       The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 A.M.  Move for adjournment made by  
 Martha Maxwell Doyle and seconded by Charlene Costaris.   Roll call vote, unanimous. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
       
      Christine R. Raabe, 
      District Director 
CRR: ch 
 
Michael Gross, Secretary 
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